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The decree was accepted by the Roman Church
without any great protest, and with the smallest
number of important secessions. World events
indeed deprived the decision of much of its
contemporary importance. The war between
France and Germany had begun before the
Council came to an end. The French troops
were withdrawn fronfRome, Victor Emmanuel
marched into Papal territory, and Rome was
included in the new united kingdom of Italy.
" Almost in the same moment," says Lytton
Strachey, " the successor of St. Peter had lost
his Temporal Power, and gained Infallibility."

To Manning the Temporal Power had a vast
spiritual significance. He denounced the in-
vaders of Rome - Italians, be it remembered,
occupying an Italian city - as public malefactors^
and, for once ceasing to be a realistic politician,
he urged English intervention, suggesting to
Gladstone that the English navy should bombard
Italian ports unless the Pope's sovereignty was
restored. Gladstone wrent so far as to send a ship
to Civita Vecchia, ordering that " should the
Holy Father request to be taken on board, he is
to be received and treated with all respect."
Gladstone, too, rather oddly, while recognising
that Rome could not be excluded from a united
Italy, expressed the hope that it should not be